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the wheel hub. The specimen was photographed and frozen to be later preserved in for-
malin.
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ELAPIDAE

Dendroaspis polylepis polylepis Giinther, 1864
Black Mamba

Farm Welgevonden (Plot 37), Gauteng, South Africa, S 25° 22 24”; E 28° 24’ 18”.
Collected on the 14 March 2010 by Mr A Vosges. Deposited in the collection of the
Transvaal Museum (TM 85808).

Dendroaspis polylepis polylepis is a large venomous elapid snake that occurs
throughout large parts of East and Central Africa, southwards to the savannas of South
Africa (Branch 1998). In South Aftrica, D. p. polylepis is known from Limpopo, Mpuma-
langa, North-West, and KwaZulu-Natal provinces. Jacobsen (1995) recorded the species
just outside of Gauteng in a QDS that crosses the provincial border (2528 BC). However
D. p. polylepis has never been formally recorded within Gauteng Province itself
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Geographical Distributions

(Whittington-Jones et al. 2008).

On 14 March 2010 an adult male Black Mamba was killed by Mr A Vosges on the
farm Welgevonden, approximately 5 km within the Gauteng Provincial border. The
snake measured 1810 mm + 470 mm in length, and did not have any food in its gut. This
specimen thus represents a new provincial record for Gauteng.

Anecdotal evidence suggests that some tropical species of snakes have recently ex-
tended their ranges southwards further into northern Gauteng (e.g., Python natalensis
and Naja annulifera). We speculate that this may also be the case with D. p. polylepis,
although several anecdotal reports of the species suggest that it has been previously ob-
served in the area.
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SCINCIDAE

Acontias namaquensis Hewitt, 1938
Namaqua Legless Skink

On 8 October 2009 at 14h00 an adult Namaqua Giant Legless Skink was found on the
main road (N7) 16.9 km south of Garies, Northern Cape Province (3018CA; 30°40°58”
S, 18°03°34 E, Elevation 340 m asl). The day was cloudy and rain had fallen in the re-
gion during the early morning. The specimen was in distress, either from overheating on
the tar surface or due to buffeting by passing vehicles, but recovered soon after capture.
After being photographed, the specimen was euthanized for tissue collection. It was ac-
cessioned into the Port Elizabeth Museum herpetological collection (PEM R18207).

An additional juvenile specimen (PEM R18218), collected in coastal sand dunes on the
farm Noup, Northern Cape Province (3017CA; 30°07°13” S, 17°12°12” E) by Bryan
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